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  5
th 

Sunday in Lent                                                         Week of March 29, 2020 
 

 

Scripture Readings for this Week 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 ~ Psalm 130 ~ Romans 8:6-11 ~ John 11:1-45 

 

Lord, where my spirit feels dry, breathe new life into me 
as You did to the bones in Ezekiel’s vision. Amen. 

 
Altar flowers have been placed in the sanctuary to the glory of God 

by Roberta and Tim Lasley, in honor of Rowena Gilstrap’s 90th birthday, March 27, 
and in memory of James Gilstrap’s birthday, March 25. 

 

Making the Lenten Connection 
A Message from Pastor Chip 

 

’Tis the season of pruning at the farm, shearing last year’s growth from the 
muscadine vines, selectively cutting back the blackberries, and shaping the pears, 
apples, mulberries, cherries and plums into their very best, most fruitful, future ‘selves’. 

Pruning is hard work, physically and emotionally. If you have planted, prayed, 
mulched and fed a plant, you know the difficulty of lopping off a beautiful part of it for 
the good of the remainder. 

I have produced a huge pile of vines, limbs, and bushes which would have been 
detrimental to the fruitfulness of the vineyard, berry squares and orchard. 

Lent 2020, is a season of pruning of historical proportion. The pandemic has forced 
upon us choices about hanging on to those behaviors which might actually hinder us or 
letting go for our own good and the benefit of others. In the midst of this Lenten season, 
as in every other, let us be reminded that we are not alone; in fact, there is One who is 
abiding, guiding, healing our wounds and offering a fruitful future. 

Hang on, you who are the planted Vineyard of the LORD!  Trust in the love and care 
of the One who is the ‘husbandman of the vineyard’. 

 

I will sing for the one I love 

a song about his vineyard: 

My loved one had a vineyard 

on a fertile hillside. 
 

He dug it up and cleared it of stones 

and planted it with the choicest vines. 

He built a watchtower in it 

and cut out a winepress as well. 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes. 
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WebX and Facebook Live are making it possible for Brookstown folk to stay 
connected. Join the Virtual Prayer Room on Thursday evenings (see the information 
below to join). Join our online worship services through the Brookstown Facebook Page. 

A weekly News Bulletin will be published for the duration of the pandemic, sent by 
email and US mail. Phone Tree messages will alert our congregation members to 
opportunities and community concerns. 

 

 “Let’s Pray” - A Virtual Prayer Room 
 

We use WebEx software to connect our computers, iphones, iPads, or laptops to a chat 
room that provides video and audio connection. You can join from your living room, and 
others joining from their living rooms will be able to see and hear each other. This is a half-
hour to come together to lift up the church, our community, and families in prayer. 

To participate, send your email address to gsaylor0406@gmail.com. You will receive an 
invitation to the next Let’s Pray session. 

The first time you connect, you will be asked to download the WebEx app. This is the 
only time you need to install the app. 

1) To download the app, click the “Join meeting” button in the invitation. You will be 

asked to download the app. You may see Run or Save. Choose Run. The Webex will install 

an icon on your device. Close the Webex page. 

2) We will open the Webex room by 5:55 for our 6pm meeting on Thursdays. Click the 

“Join Meeting” button in the invitation link at that time and you will join us in the Prayer Room! 

We will be happy to work with you to sort out any technical difficulties. 

3) Please email any concerns to:gsaylor0406@gmail.com 
                                                                     See you there! 

                                                                      Georgia Saylor 
 

Thought for the Week 
As Jesus promised Martha, so He promises us: 

“I am the resurrection and the life. 
The one who believes in Me will live” (John 11:25, NIV). 

May we worship our Savior and give praise to Him in all that we do. 
      

 

Calendar 
                             

Today                  8:30 & 11:00am Online Worship Services 
 Streaming live on Brookstown’s Facebook Page 

 

Every Thursday                        6:00pm  Virtual Prayer Room 
         7:00pm  Virtual Women’s Bible Study 
  

Easter Sunday, April 12               7:00am   Easter Sunrise Service   
              
UPDATES: Be sure to check your email regularly for important updates from the church. 
Also, if you aren’t on the phone tree and would like to be, please send your name and 
number to Lavonda at brookstown@triad.twcbc.com 
 
 

 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER/BULLETIN: If you are currently receiving a hard copy of the 
Brookstown weekly News Bulletin by US mail and are willing to receive it by email, 
please let Lavonda know and be sure she has your current email address. 
 

EASTER LILY SALE: They are $10; deadline to order is Palm Sunday, April 5. 
Order forms are in the March newsletter, an attachment on this email, and on the 
church webpage: brookstown.umcchurches.org  
 

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE: Thank you for continuing to support your church 
by mailing offerings or dropping them by the church office. We also have an online 
giving resource through “VANCO Payment Solutions”. To donate electronically, go to 
the Brookstown webpage, select “Online Giving” in the header menu, and follow the 
instructions. This takes you to the secure VANCO site, enabling you to make an 
electronic donation. Many thanks for your faithful stewardship! 

 

BROOKSTOWN SCHOOL CARE: BSSC is open from 7am-6pm for anyone who needs 
care for elementary-aged children. If a child isn’t already registered, parents can come 
by to register their child(ren), and they can begin immediately. 
 

BROOKSTOWN SUMMER CARE: Registration is open. Call 336-945-2547. 
 

CRISIS CONTROL GIFTS OF THE MONTH 
MARCH: INSTANT GRITS  ~  APRIL: INSTANT OATMEAL 

 

Stewardship for March 22, 2020  
1st Sunday of Corona Virus Compliance 

 

Financial 
Tithes & Offerings: $575       Other Gifts: $60       Total: $635 

 

Attendance 
                   SonRise Service:   5          Traditional Service:   7 
                   Many Attendees via Brookstown’s Facebook Page 

 

Volunteers 
       Counters: Team 4 Sign Volunteer: Wayne Burton 

 

Staff 
 

Minister: James (Chip) T. Webb, Jr.    Choir Director:           Shannon Craft  
 Cell: 336-971-4968 

Home: 336-923-2511 
Email: cher33563@aol.com  

 Organist: 
 Children & Nursery: 
 BSSC Director: 

 Dorcas Craft 
 Darlene Davis 
 Margarita Burton 

Admin. Assist: Lavonda Glass   Church Office: Mon.- Fri., 11am-6pm; 336-945-3029 
 

Please know that you are prayed for daily as you care for those around you.  You 

are not alone.  Especially now, we find great hope in the promise of Jesus, “I am 

with you always, to the end of this age.”  (Matthew 28:20).                        God bless, 

Bishop Paul L. Leeland 
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