
A Message from Pastor Chip 
 

There are some unique physical characteristics of the Brookstown Church property which are 

compelling for me. On beautiful days when the sky is magnificently blue, I inevitably look up at the 

weathervane on the top of the steeple. Do any other churches have a weathervane on the top of their 

steeples? 

I love our place. I love our people - past and present - even more, but I do love our place. Many call it 

a “beacon on the hill”. 

You are invited to walk the grounds of Brookstown UMC. We have a beautiful landscape, sacred 

areas and contemplative exercises. During the 40 days of Easter, we are providing the Stations of the 

Cross. We will continue to provide opportunities for quiet reflection, brisk walking, deep breathing and 

relishing the beauty of Creation. 

So, you are welcome to come out and walk the grounds. Some might aim for two miles a day, 

fourteen miles for the week - the same as a round trip walk from Jerusalem to Emmaus. Others might 

choose shorter routes. But, take a moment to listen to the birds singing. Breathe deeply the fresh air, 

and if you are near the garden, scoop up some freshly tilled soil. Sniff that! Take a look at that amazing 

weathervane, still on duty and functioning perfectly. There are other sights which might be your 

favorites. 

Enjoy the beauty of Creation! And, be open to the probability that Someone might join you on your 

walk. Tradition holds that the Lord joins us in the garden in the cool of the day. Strike up a conversation. 

~ Pastor Chip 

“The mere whisper of the Holy Spirit 

can drown out the thundering noise 

of an entire world.”  

~ David Jeremiah 
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Pentecost Power 
 

Forty days after Easter, we celebrate Jesus’ 

ascension into heaven; ten days after His 

ascension, the Holy Spirit descended onto the 

disciples while they were in Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Jewish festival of Pentecost. They 

saw flames, heard a rushing wind, and began 

talking in many languages. They were able to 

share the good news of Jesus in the native 

tongues of all the pilgrims assembled there. 

Jesus’ body couldn’t be present everywhere, 

but the power of the Holy Spirit allows us to 

experience His presence and His promise: “I am 

with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 

28:20, ESV). 

Pastoral Appointment 
 

We have been advised by the Western North 

Carolina conference that Chip has been 

appointed to Brookstown for the forthcoming year, 

beginning July 1, 2020.  

Please take time to congratulate Chip on his 

13th year, as we collectively move forward in the 

mission of  the church.  

                   ~ Charles Sharpe, SPRC Chairman 



Dear God, 
  

I like to think that the dear ones we have lost awhile are very near in Springtime. 

I like to think that, when we walk through new gardens, memory walks beside us. 
  

It was in a springtime garden that Christ, Your Son, came back to the ones He loved.  

It was down a path consecrated by flowers that He hurried to greet them. 
  

And I like to think that the ones who have gone on ahead of us retrace their steps to do, 

in a lesser way, the same thing. It is a comforting thought to carry! 
  

I have heard voices calling through the twilight in a springtime garden. 

I have felt something brush against my fingers and have told myself that the cold, 

quick sensation was more than the touch of a nodding daffodil that swayed. 
  

Sometimes in the early morning, the dews that lay softly upon a garden have been 

mingled with my tears.  But these tears have not always been tears of sadness. 
  

God, You have fulfilled many promises with Your gift of Springtime.   

But the greatest of all these is the promise of resurrection and of life that is 

the heart and soul and the understanding glory of every garden. 
 

~ The Raleigh Register, April 7, 1957 

God Leads Us 
 

While gatherings are limited to less than ten people maintaining social distancing, we are live-

streaming our services on Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 11:00 on the Brookstown Facebook page. You 

can join Sunday School at 10am on Sundays, and the “Prayer Room” on Thursdays at 5:30pm, both via 

Zoom. Let us know if you would like to take part in those, and we’ll send you the necessary link. 

Thanks to everyone who is working hard to make it possible for our congregation and friends to 

worship and stay connected during these unusual times: 

 Music: Raymond, Dorcas and Shannon Craft and their extended family; Paul Powers, Benita 

VanWinkle, and Jimmy Holder. 

 Technology: Karen Powers (Facebook), Georgia Saylor and Tim Lasley (Zoom), Troy, Teresa and 

Aubrey Apperson (A/V and recordings). 

 Worship Leaders: Pastor Chip, Jimmy Holder, Tim Lasley, Georgia Saylor. 

Thank you to everyone making it 

possible for our Brookstown family to 

worship together by the streaming, weekly 

newsletter/bulletin, etc. 

                               ~ Karan Greenwood 

“Adopt the pace of nature: Her secret is patience.”  

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Thanks to those who have been helping with 

streaming the services online. I especially think 

the Easter Sunrise Service was a blessing to 

many people. 

Thank you, Chip, for continuing to lead us 

and make us feel connected even in these 

unusual times. Also, thank you, Lavonda, for 

keeping us updated with weekly bulletins.    

                                             ~ Shannon Craft  

Brookstown Notes of Thanks 

Let there be for every pulse a thanksgiving, 

and for every breath a song.  

~ Konrad von Gesner  



Lost & Found 
 

This month something is lost. The church had 

a black wheelbarrow in the utility shed near the 

bus parking area, and it has disappeared! If 

anyone knows of its whereabouts, please let 

someone know, and help restore it to its home. 

Thank you! 

United Methodist Men 
Tuesday, May 12 at 6:30pm 

 

The men will plan to meet as usual at Pig-N-

Out in Lewisville on the second Tuesday of May. 

Plans are subject to change due to health 

conditions and restrictions.       ~ Ronnie Brickey 

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Results 
 

Through the teaching, support, sacrifice, worship, and commitment of the church, utterly 

ordinary people are enabled to do some rather extraordinary, even heroic acts, not on the 

basis of their own gifts and abilities, but rather by having a community capable of sustaining 

Christian virtue. The church enables us to be better people than we could have been if left 

to our own devices.                                             ~ Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon, 

“Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony”  

“Live simply, love generously, care deeply, 

speak kindly, leave the rest to God.”  

~ Attributed to Ronald Reagan 

Christian Sympathies 
 

Our condolences are extended to the family 

of Gayle Doub Schmidt, aged 70, who passed 

away unexpectedly at her home in San 

Francisco April 18. Gayle and her family were 

members of Brookstown church several years 

ago. She and her sister grew up here and their 

parents, Dennis & Elsie Doub, are buried in the 

church cemetery. 

Gayle is survived by her husband, Alfred 

Schmidt, of Germany. Her sister is Janice Doub 

Berger, of Clemmons; nephews are Brian and 

Keith Berger. Other relatives were Gray and 

Martha Conrad of Pfafftown (deceased); Margil 

Conrad and Larry Conrad, Gayle’s cousins; and 

several cousins in the Lewisville area.  

We lift this family in prayer for comfort and 

peace.  

Hope du Jour 
 

Crisis Control Ministry’s Hope du Jour event 

is traditionally held the first Tuesday of May each 

year. However, it has been rescheduled this 

year from May 5 to September 8 because of 

restaurant restrictions. 

CCM Executive Director Margaret Elliott said, 

“We rescheduled Hope du Jour for September 

8th. However, we are encouraging people to 

support our local Hope du Jour restaurants that 

are currently open by ordering take out or 

curbside on what would have been the original 

date, May 5th. It’s our way of supporting local 

restaurants and giving them HOPE to survive 

these challenging times.” 

Participating restaurants on September 8 will 

give 10% of their proceeds to Crisis Control 

Ministry to assist neighbors in crisis. So mark 

your calendars for both dates to help our 

neighbors in Forsyth County: May 5 to help local 

restaurants; September 8 to help feed those who 

are in need. 

For a list of participating restaurants, visit 

hopedujour.org. If you can’t make it either of 

those days, you can donate online at 

crisiscontrol.org.                                                                                                               

Caring Thoughts 
 

Janice Berger, mentioned above, is in a care 

facility in Clemmons. She would enjoy receiving 

cards, etc., especially at this time of loss: 

Janice Doub Berger 

Accordius Health, Room 312 

3905 Clemmons Road 

Clemmons, NC 27012 



Brookstown’s Webpage 
 

Check out the webpage when you get a 

chance! It has the current newsletter and calendar 

for the month, weekly bulletins, news and events. 

There’s a page about Brookstown’s School Care, 

the Community Festival, and more! A new 

addition is an online donation link at which you 

can send your offering electronically. The 

webpage address is: 

            brookstown.umcchurches.org 

2020 Graduates 
 

During May we will compile a list of 2020 

Brookstown Graduates. If you are graduating, 

please let me or Lavonda know. We need each 

graduate’s name, school, program from which 

you are graduating, and future plans if you would 

like to include that.      Thank you! ~ Pam Steppe 

“Where flowers bloom, 

so does hope.”  

~ Lady Bird Johnson 

Teacher Appreciation Week: May 4-8 
 

Many students and parents are using social media to 

let teachers and school administrators know they are 

appreciated. Due to the COVID-19 crisis, teachers have 

had to change their way of teaching overnight. Now is the 

chance to get creative and let them know how much 

they mean to our communities!   

National Day of Prayer 
Thursday, May 7 

 

The National Day of Prayer is observed 

annually on the first Thursday in May. This day 

of observance, designated by the United States 

Congress, asks people “to turn to God in prayer 

and meditation”. 

The modern law formalizing the annual 

National Day of Prayer observance was enacted 

in 1952, and each year the President of the 

United States is required by law to sign a 

proclamation encouraging all Americans to pray 

on this day. 

Applications for the William Shelton Scholarship  
  

The William Shelton Memorial Scholarship Fund was established in 1989, whereby gifts and 

memorials may be given to support the education needs of church and community members. Through 

this scholarship we remember Mr. William H. Shelton, a member of Brookstown UMC and supporter of 

young people in our community. If you are interested in being considered for this educational support 

for the 2020-2021 year, please submit your letter of application by June 30, 2020. Your letter should 

include the following: Current address 

College you plan to attend  

Status – full time or part time student 

A brief summary as to why you feel this scholarship would benefit you, and any other 

information about yourself that you would like to share with the Scholarship Committee. 

  

Applications may be submitted by a third party for a given student; however, only one application will 

be considered for the same applicant per year (July 1 through June 30). You may send your application 

to the church office: 

 
 

 

 
 

May God bless each of you as you continue your education.                    

~ Leshia Bailiff, Chairperson, Scholarship Committee 

Brookstown UMC 

6274 Yadkinville Road 

Pfafftown, NC 27040 

Attention:  Leshia Bailiff 



My Mother Kept A Garden  
 

My Mother kept a garden, 

a garden of the heart, 

She planted all the good things 

that gave my life its start.  

She turned me to the sunshine 

and encouraged me to dream, 

Fostering and nurturing 

the seeds of self-esteem.  

And when the winds and rain came, 

she protected me enough, 

But not too much, because she knew 

I'd need to stand strong and tough.  

Her constant good example 

always taught me right from wrong- 

Markers for my pathway 

that will last a lifetime long.  

I am my Mother's garden. 

I am her legacy- 

And I hope today she feels the love 

reflected back from me.  
 

~ Author Unknown 

“A mother never quite leaves her children at home, even when she doesn’t take them along.”  

~ Margaret Culkin Banning  

A Sign of Honor 
 

Even He who died for us upon the cross, in 

the last hour, in the unutterable agony of death, 

was mindful of His mother, as if to teach us that 

this holy love should be our last worldly thought 

— the last point of earth from which the soul 

should take its flight to heaven.               

                     ~ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

“It’s only for a day or two. . .  

Mother’s Day present.” 

Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 10 

 

In 1907, a lady in Philadelphia, Anna Jarvis, began lobbying for a day when our nation would 

honor mothers. She persuaded the leaders of the church her mother attended to designate the 

second Sunday of May as Mother's Day.  

After Mrs. Jarvis had written countless letters to political authorities across the nation, by 

1911, Mother's Day was celebrated in almost every state. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson 

proclaimed Mother's Day a national holiday. The annual celebration is on the second Sunday in 

May, which was the anniversary of the death of Mrs. Jarvis' mother.  

May Friendship Day  
 

May Friendship Day, a Church Women United initiative, is celebrated on the first Friday of May, and 

centers around a theme of shared concern for Christian women and their communities. The 

predecessor to May Friendship Day, May Fellowship Day, began in 1933, after two Christian women’s 

groups planned gatherings based on similar concerns: child health and children of migrant families. 

These groups united and over the years eventually became what we now know as Church Women 

United. The May celebration has been continually observed since 1933; in 1999, Church Women 

United changed the name from May Fellowship Day to May Friendship Day. 

Faith is the gateway of communion with God; love is the gateway of ministry to people. 



May 

Flowers for Worship 

Services 
  3 Judy Macemore 

10 Open 

17  Open 

24 Tim & Roberta 

31 Open 

Crisis Control Gift 

of the Month: 

Toilet Tissue 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1 

4 

5 

19 

20 

20 

 

Will & Lori Shelton 

Bobby & Judy Macemore 

Seth & Amy Lowrance 

Jim & Marcia Downey 

Kevin & Karen Procter 

Andy & Vonda Brown 

BIRTHDAYS 

3 

3 

5 

5 

7 

11 

14 

14 

15 

16 

17 

17 

18 

20 

24 

24 

28 

31 

31 

Jimmy Holder 

Hailey Shelton 

Aubrey Apperson 

Seth Lowrance 

Barbara Shelton 

Carey Mock 

Rebecca Allen 

Garland Apperson 

Jackson Lea 

Whitney Sharpe 

Opal Lewis 

Nancy LaPrad 

Jennifer Carr 

Cassie Kiser Grant 

Donny Burton 

Kathryn  Webb 

Chad Brown 

Stefen Quiros 

Christian Kiser 

Memorial Day 
Monday, May 25 

 

Over the years, Memorial Day has become a big holiday weekend, the unofficial start of summer. While 

we plan fun events for Memorial Day weekend, it’s important to stop long enough to bow our heads and 

pay respect to our departed loved ones — especially those who fell in battle while helping preserve 

America’s liberties. 

Let us take time to make the pilgrimage to various cemeteries and pause long enough to say, “Thank 

you, Father, for these special lives, for sacrifices made and for friendships we have shared.”  

“We are only fully alive 

when we’re helping others.”  

~ Rick Warren  

“Kindness is like a 

garden of blessings.”  

~ Sirach 40:17  

A Prayer for Strength and Peace 
 

O Lord, 
 

You are the light that guides my feet. 

You are the map that gives me direction. 

You are the peace that makes me strong. 

You are the leader whom I faithfully follow. 
 

May Your light illuminate my life, 

And Your guidance bring direction. 

May I find inspiration in Your Word, 

And peace in my heart as I follow You. 
 

Amen. 

Special dates 
• Friendship Day, May 1 

• National Day of Prayer, May 7 

• Mother’s Day, May 10 

• Armed Forces Day, May 16 

• Ascension Day, May 21 

• Aldersgate Day, May 24 

• Memorial Day, May 25  

• Pentecost, May 31 



Alive! 
By Peggy Ferrell 

  

What a glorious, bountiful, sunshiny day,  

With a sky washed in bright azure blue.  

There's a wisp of a cloud that is lulling about,  

Just relaxing, with nothing to do.  
 

See the oak trees' new buds, still a yellowish green,  

Inching out to achieve their full size.  

And the breeze-stirring pine holds a nest in its arms  

Filled with three little chirping young cries.  
 

Feel the warmth of the sun flooding comfort and health  

To a world that's alive with rebirth.  

And now pause to absorb what we share with all life:  

Being alive! On God's beautiful earth.   

Brookstown United Methodist Church 

6274 Yadkinville Road 

Pfafftown, NC 27040 


