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A Message from Pastor Chip 
  

 Peter’s Pandemic Prescription:  2 Peter 1: 5-8 (NRSV) 
  

Just finished a ZOOM meeting of the West Forsyth Missional Network with our new District 

Superintendent, Dr. Sam Moore. Sam and I have known each other about forty years; we went through 

ordination together. We were the oldest participants in the meeting; yet, we were both online and 

participating via ZOOM. 
   

 For this very reason you must make every effort 
  

One of my favorite “broadcast” studios is the outdoor patio, sitting at the end of the picnic table 

surrounded by some of my favorite plants: basil, ferns, peppers, palms, pomegranates and mints. Six 

preachers were on the ZOOM meeting this afternoon, but only one was in an outdoor ZOOM 

studio. Cutting edge. People notice. 
  

to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, 
  

“Where are you, Chip?” “Is that a background screen or are you really in the jungle?” No jungle, just the 

outdoor broadcast patio for Brookstown’s Prayer Room, or our online Seder Service, or a Zoom 

meeting, or a potential broadcast booth for Radio BUMC, 87.9 on your FM dial. What’s that saying 

about “old dogs and new tricks”? 
  

and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, 
  

Some time in March, Tim Lasley, our Fire Chief, was talking about PPE, and I asked, “What is 

PPE?” We had never streamed live on FACEBOOK before 2020. After months, we now broadcast our 

services. I am writing a weekly blurb, and we send out bulletins each week through mail and email. My 

preference is to move when I preach, but for months now I sit still in a big, blue chair, distancing from 

you. The world knows what “pass the plate” means; but we have moved to online giving or going by 

one of Roy’s wooden boxes to make an offering deposit, so we do not handle the plates and pass the 

germs. We gather, masked, not in our favorite place nor in our second favorite place but in our third 

favorite place, outside. Our Dinner Church meals are pre-packaged, store-bought or from home. 
  

and endurance with godliness, and godliness with mutual affection, 
  

Loving our neighbor, steadfastly, is the goal. Flexibility and adaptability are essential qualities for times 

such as these. Best practices are emerging and everyone is a learner; appropriate for a covenant 

community of disciples (students, learners, followers). We aspire to our best behaviors to protect and 

care for each other. We stay on our toes, and continue to lean forward in faith, seeking the counsel of 

the Spirit because God is loving the world through us. 
  

and mutual affection with love.  For if these things are yours and are increasing among you, 

they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

May it be so, Lord. Amen. 



A Volunteer's Prayer 
 

I thank Thee, Lord, as a volunteer,  

For the chance to serve again this year;  

To give of myself in some small way  

To those not blessed as I each day.  
 

My thanks for health of mind and soul  

To aid me ever toward my goal;  

For eyes to see the good in all,  

A hand to extend before a fall.  
 

For legs to go where the need is great  

Learning to love, forgetting to hate;  

For ears to hear and heart to care  

When someone’s cross is hard to bear.  
 

A smile to show my affection true,  

With energy plenty, the task to do;  

And all I ask, dear Lord, if I may,  

Is to serve You better, day by day.  

Brookstown Community Festival 
 

The 2020 BUMC Community Festival will be held on October 31, from 9am until 2pm. We want 

our Festival to be another great event, while following all the safety procedures that are in place at 

that time.  

Many of our vendors have committed to the new date. Gospel singer Billy Myers is also on board. 

We are waiting for responses from our other entertainers.  

We are planning to have breakfast and lunch available for purchase. Charlie Sharpe will be in 

charge of breakfast. We are planning on lunch being a chicken stew. We will also reach out to 

Bethlehem AME Zion to see if they want to have their fish fry. We are going to sell chicken pies; our 

church baked goods sale is still being considered. We will also plan some Halloween activities for 

the children that attend. 

The BUMC Festival means a lot to our church and the Brookstown Community, and also the 

vendors who have signed up. We hope that if you feel you can contribute in some way, you will do 

just that. If you feel that you need to distance yourself from this year's Festival, that is fine also. 

Please pray for our Festival Committee as we go forward with our planning and preparation. 

Thanks to everyone for your support!                                                             ~ The Festival Committee 

Jimmy Holder, Tim & Roberta Lasley 

 Festival  planning meetings: 

September 27, October 4, October 18, at 5pm                                                 

Festival Bible Verse 

“For as in one body we have many members, 

and the members do not all have the same function, 

so we, though many, are one body in Christ 

 and individually members one of another.” 

Romans 12:4-5 

Drive-Thru BBQ 
Saturday, September 19, 11am-3pm 

 

Brookstown will have a BBQ Drive-Thru on 

September 19, from 11am until 3pm, or until we’re 

sold out. So come by early, don’t wait too late! A 

plate will cost $10 and include BBQ, baked beans, 

slaw, bread, and dessert. We will also be selling 

cooked BBQ pork butts for $9 a pound, which can 

be ordered in advance. Call the church office to 

place your order by September 17th. 

This will be a drive-thru event so that we can take 

the proper safety precautions for social distancing. It 

will be our first fundraising event at Brookstown 

since COVID-19 started. 

 If you feel comfortable assisting with this event, 

please let Tim or Roberta Lasley, Troy or Teresa 

Apperson, or Jimmy Holder know.  



Thank You for the Chores 
 

Lord, thank You for this sink of dirty dishes; 

we have plenty of good food to eat. Thank You 

for this big pile of dirty clothes; we have them to 

wear. Thank You for these unmade beds; they 

were all comfortable last night.  

Thank You for this finger-smudged 

refrigerator that desperately needs defrosting; it 

has served us faithfully for a long time. Our 

family is grateful for the tall grass that needs 

mowing; we all enjoy our private yard. Thank 

You for that slamming door; the children are 

healthy and able to run and play. 

Lord, the presence of all the chores awaiting 

me says that You have richly blessed this 

family. I shall do them all gratefully. Amen. 

"And whatever you do, 

do it heartily, as to the Lord 

and not to men.” 

Colossians 3:23 (NKJV) 

A Note of Thanks 
 

Thanks for all the prayers, 

cards, food and phone calls. 

I hope to see you at church soon!                                

~ Love, Opal Lewis 

“In education we are striving not 

to teach youth to make a living, 

but to teach youth to make a life.” 

~ William Allen White 

Pandemic Pause: 

Praise, Petition, Prayer, 

Pericope, Picnic 
Wednesdays at 7pm 

 

Brookstown is buying supper and inviting 

everyone to gather (at a respectable social 

distance) around the supper table. Bring your 

own bag meal (for which you’ll get reimbursed 

$5 Dinner Church money!) and enjoy a picnic 

while hearing praises, prayer concerns, and 

praying for our community and world; then, an 

eight-minute Bible Study on a New Testament 

‘pericope’, and out in one hour! Join us! 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

Philippians 4:6 (NIV) 

The William Shelton 

Memorial Scholarship 
  

During our August 9th worship service, the 

scholarship committee was pleased to 

announce four scholarship awards this year. 

The committee would like to thank everyone 

from Brookstown and in our community for your 

continued donations in support of our students’ 

education even during these trying times. It is 

because of your generosity that we were able 

to present the following students $500.00 

toward their education for the school year 

2020-2021:     
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and may God bless each of 

you!   ~ Brookstown Scholarship Committee 

Kendra Davis is a graduate student at 

Winthrop University in their Dietetic 

Internship Program working toward 

becoming a registered dietitian. 
  

Emma Hayes is a senior at the 

University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill with a double major in Global 

Studies and Hispanic Literature and 

Culture, with a minor in Social and 

Economic Justice. 
  

Caroline Isasi is continuing her 

education at the University of New 

Hampshire studying the saxophone and 

working toward becoming a music 

educator. 
  

Lauren Snarski will be graduating in 

December from Appalachian State 

University with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in advertising.  

Prayers and Praises 
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Tim & Roberta Lasley 

Mackie & Lynda Jackson 

Bobby & Sally Lewis 

Jerry & Melisse Hopping 

Jeff & Ellen Thomas 

Paul & Karen Powers 

Howard & Karan Greenwood 
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Debbie Eldridge 

Greg Shelton 

Richard Payne 

Beverly Collins 

Charles Sharpe 

Susan Jameson 

Margie Feimster 

Stan Crews 

Clint Stanley 

Evan Lowrance 

Shana Jarrett 

Rene’ Galyean 

Bryan Cleary  

Tanya Apperson 

Will Collins 

Becky Payne 

Lisa Shelton 

Birthdays 

To Start Your Day 
 

May God give you a burst of energy to tackle the tasks that you need to get done. 

May He inspire you to turn up the radio and dance in your kitchen.  

May He fill you with such joy that you suddenly realize just how rich you really are. 

May He connect you with an old friend and bless you with a new friend. 

And may He use you in surprising ways to be a blessing to everyone you meet today. 

Have a bursting-with-joy day! 

~ Susie Larson 

Because of the LORD’s 

great love we are not 

consumed, for His 

compassions never fail. 

They are new every 

morning; great is 

Your faithfulness. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

(NIV) 

A Thought for Labor Day 
 

Come work for the Lord. 

The work is hard, the hours are long, and the pay is low. 

But the retirement benefits are out of this world!  

Crisis Control Gift 

Pasta 



Brookstown United Methodist Church  
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Celebrate Labor Day ~ September 7, 2020 

Labor Day, first celebrated in 1882, provides a day of rest for working 

Americans, showing their importance to the country’s well-being. 

Christians see work as a gift and command from God. Adam was put in 

the Garden to “till it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15, NRSV). Even Jesus 

chose workers to help carry out his mission. 

Rest is just as significant as work. God commanded us to rest one day 

each week (Exodus 20:10). The Sabbath is a time for worship, family 

activities, renewal and recuperation. 

Labor Day is a reminder to be grateful for the creativity, ingenuity, 

minds and muscle power of countless workers — all gifts of God. That’s 

worth setting aside a day to appreciate.           

                                                        ~ From “The Newsletter Newsletter” 


