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A Message from Pastor Chip 
 

Time Flies! 
 

Dr. James “Mickey” Efird was my New Testament professor at Duke in 1978. He inspired his 
students with his knowledge, wisdom and quips. When students grumbled about the academic 
load bearing down on us, Dr. Efird often quoted:  
 

“Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”  Matthew 6: 34 
 

Be present in the day, mindfully addressing the challenges and seizing the opportunities. Do 
not be paralyzed today by the fear of tomorrow. God will give us what we need! And more! In 
conference year, 1988-89, the record indicates that I received “no appointment”. In that year, I 
got married and moved with my bride to our home in the country. In my mind, it was an estate 
of rolling hills along the Yadkin River with a beautiful two-story farmhouse and a detached 
summer kitchen- where one might cook in the summer without heating up the residence. The 
tax value of our house was $847. The house was very warm in the summer and quite cool in 
the winter. Did I mention that it had a summer kitchen? 
  
The 2021 Western North Carolina Annual Conference concluded “virtually” on Saturday with 
the Bishop “fixing” appointments for the 2021-22 conference year. These days, most all of our 
churches and pastors already know who is going where, but there is still a great deal of 
anticipation, excitement or anxiety, as the Appointment List is posted online at the conclusion 
of the session. Methodist preachers are appointed for one year at a time; but in July, 
Brookstown will begin fourteen years with the same one. Fourteen years! Fourteen, surely, is 
much better than thirteen. With my fourteenth year here, I will complete forty years under 
episcopal appointment in the United Methodist Church. Forty years! Forty, surely, is much 
better than thirty-nine. Thank you! 
 

Our middle daughter, Kirsten, flew to Denver yesterday on American Airlines. It was her first 
flight as an adult, having last flown to Disney World as a baby, and again, in a small, single-
engine Piper Cherokee, piloted by her daddy when she was about two years old. We flew from 
Winston-Salem to Tyro where we “buzzed” the homeplace, rousing Grandpa up from his nap 
on the couch, and then back to Smith Reynolds; Kirsten and Kathryn slept most of the flight 
and remember none of it. Kirsten was too excited to sleep during the Denver flight even after 
working the twelve hour night shift. And amazingly, she “gained” back two hours during the 
flight! Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could “gain back” the time that we have spent in awe-
inspiring and delightful ventures? 
 

One of my favorite people in all the world is Robert Thomas. Robert was one of eleven teenage 
boys living at Wrenn Cottage at The Children’s Home when I was hired to be a Childcare 
Worker there in 1979. Robert is gifted, verbally extraordinary with an “audio-graphic” 
memory. Robert loved children’s programs on television- memorizing and repeating the lines of 
his favorite cartoon characters. At night, Robert would pretend to be asleep during the bed 
check, only to hide under his covers and listen to “Mystery Theatre” on his radio. 

 



 
One spring day, Robert helped me clean out a horse stall at the barn, and we hauled the load 
down to our Cottage garden and distributed the fertile treasure across the rows. Robert sang 
as we worked, mixing the compost into the raised beds. I still remember the tune and the 
chorus:  
“Dig that horse maneuver; Chop that horse maneuver; Spread that horse maneuver!” 
 

Yes, stall accumulations will forever be “maneuver” to Robert and to me. Funny what sticks in 
our minds. 
 

When Robert graduated from the Home, he went to work at Mayberry Ice Cream. Last 
Saturday, I found him there at work. Robert is fifty-five years old now, a wonderfully-delightful 
fellow with loads of personality. What a gift Robert has been in my life! He will always be one of 
“my” boys from the Children’s Home. I could not help but hug him, and hope that you might 
meet him some day! 
 

Teresa brought me a carload of Davie County tomatoes yesterday. The last time that I saw so 
many ripe tomatoes out-of-season was in a field, filling a rich, fertile valley during a weekend 
trip to Haiti in ’89. Anyway, Teresa brought a bunch of tomatoes and with the day heating up 
around 1 p.m., I set up an outside kitchen on the patio: the tomato sauce machine that I first 
saw in operation at Cecil’s garage; a gas cooker for stewing and canning the juice; and lots of 
pots for washing, sorting, and prepping. Hours later, as it started to get dark, I was about half 
finished, and sat there on the brick patio and enjoyed four ice-cold glasses of the best tomato 
juice that I have ever had. That juice might well be unforgettable! 
 

Life is a gift from God. Each day holds opportunities for productive endeavors, exciting 
adventures, relational blessings and joyful exuberance! And, sufficient in each day are the 
challenges. God will provide what we need. Seize the day. Focus on the opportunities. Exult in 
it. And, you might consider a summer kitchen. 

 

  *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Flowers have been placed in our services today to the 

glory of God by Karen Powers: 

“Paul...To the World you are a Dad, to our family, you are the World. 

For my Father....his name was Machael….You will forever be my Hero.” 
 

Announcements 
 

TRUSTEE MEETING: Postponed until next Sunday, June 27 at 2:30pm, in the Ola 
Apperson Room. 
 

FESTIVAL COMMITTEE MEETING: Sunday, June 27 at 5pm. 
 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER PACKAGING EVENT: Saturday, June 26 from 9am-12pm at 
Pine Grove UMC. Let Chip or Lavonda know if you can attend! 

 
 

 

Crisis Control Gifts of the Month 
June: Canned Meats ~ July: Peanut Butter & Jelly 

 

Scripture Readings for the Week 
 

1 Samuel 17:32-49 ~ Psalm 9:9-20 ~ 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 ~ Mark 4:35-41 

 
Blessed is the Father 

Who lets the Lord be his guiding hand, 

Whose faith brings his family courage, 

Whose wisdom comes from God, 

And whose children still stand and honor him. 
 

Weekly Calendar 
                             

    Sundays      8:30 & 11:00am         Worship Services live on Facebook 

                                                        10:00am          Outside Worship in the Pavilion   
    10:00am          Sunday School (Zoom & in the Ola 
                  Apperson SS Room) 

    Mondays                  5:30pm          Zumba Exercise Class 
    Thursdays                5:30pm          Zumba Exercise Class 

   7:30pm   Women’s Bible Study on Zoom 
 

Stewardship for June 13, 2021 
 

  Financial 
Tithes & Offerings: $2,225 ~ Other Gifts: $50 ~ Total: $2,275 

 

Attendance 
In-Person: 8:30 Service: 11 ~ 10:00 Service: 21 ~ 11:00 Service: 30 

Reached via Facebook: 8:30 Service: 296 ~ 11:00 Service: 256 
 

                                                 Church Staff 
 

      Minister: 
  James (Chip) T. Webb, Jr.   

    Choir Director:        Shannon Craft  
    Organist:                 Dorcas Craft 

 

    Cell: 336-971-4968 
   Home: 336-923-2511 
   Email:cher33563@aol.com               

   BSSC Director: 
   Admin. Assist:      

 Margarita Burton 
 Lavonda Glass 

Church Office: Mon.- Fri., 11am-6pm; 336-945-3029 
Email: brookstown@triad.twcbc.com 

Webpage: brookstown.umcchurches.org 
Follow us on Facebook 
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