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Reverend James T. Webb, Jr.

A Message from Pastor Chip
Paying Attention in a Season of Change
“To Everything there is a Season…”
Last week, I visited my local pharmacy to get a refill of my prescription medication. On my
way into the building, I suddenly remembered that I have shifted into a new season of my life
and now have a new Humana Supplement Medicare Identification Card! I showed my
brand new card to the cashier. My regular $12.00 refill now costs me $0.00. Maybe,
everything will be alright.
One of my earliest Sunday school teachers, “Miss Glenda” told my mother that she learned
that I was listening even when it appeared that I was not paying attention. Of course, that can
be a challenge if you are trying to teach me something. Paying attention is hard for
me. Listening to what someone else is saying is very hard. Often, I may look like I am
listening to you when I am actually listening to my own voice in my head while I am looking at
you. Dad would ask, “Are you listening to me?”
You might know that one of my heroes and most significant mentors is Virgil Beroth. I came
to appreciate the way that he thought about the seasons of life. More than once he told me
that he wanted his children to live near him, even though some of his friends cautioned that
could be a mistake. It wasn’t; Virgil was right.
Virgil Beroth was a quality home-builder. When he retired from building, he started growing
produce and selling it to local grocers. He was way ahead of his time; the grocery stores
were not paying attention to the significant benefits of buying local. When he retired, again,
from raising vegetables, he started cutting, splitting and selling firewood. The firewood
market, as they say, was hot! His construction friends would drop logs off at his house, and at
sixty-eight years-old, Mr. Beroth, chainsaw-in-hand, would transform those logs into
custom-cut, hand-worked, machine-split, easily-managed pieces of seasoned fire wood,
perfectly suited for your woodstove. Virgil adapted, changed with the times and opportunities,
and worked hard. He was smart. He cut wood for years and years. And, when it was time to
put the chainsaw down, he did.
I remember very well that his regular doctor told him that he would probably live to be a
hundred years-old, NOT in spite of hard work, but because of sawing up logs and spitting
firewood. Well, he did live almost to a hundred years-old, but not long enough to know
whether I was paying attention to what he was telling me.
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Next month, I will be sixty-six and a half, and will qualify for Social Security, but I am paying
more attention to getting myself prepared for being sixty-eight in a couple of years. My goal,
for more than ten years now, is to achieve a level of fitness that will allow me to drop trees,
cut logs, split wood and produce seasoned firewood at sixty-eight years old, just like
Virgil. Now, you might say, “I knew Virgil Beroth, and you are no Virgil Beroth.” Of course,
you would be right! But I remember the lessons that he learned, practiced and shared with
me. I was paying attention, then, and paying more attention to the details, now.

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

Crisis Control Gift of the Month: Canned Greens
There are bins at the entrances of the church for donations.
Please help fill them for those who are in need.

The muscadine harvest is nearly complete. Pears are dropping off the trees. Pomegranates are
hanging red on the branch. Delicious persimmons are dropping, EVEN before a frost! [Pay
attention!] The morning glories have taken over the garden. School is back in session. The
COVID-19 pandemic is behind us. They play football in Boone; Appalachian whooped Texas
A&M. The Community Festival has come and gone. Charge Conference season is
approaching. Trunk-or-Treat will be here before you know it. The turkeys are fattening up in
Tyro. The Ukrainians are making progress against the Russians. The Ukrainians are making
progress against the Russians.
“United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian
people in the wake of the Russian invasion of their country may contribute to Advance
#982450, UMCOR International Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will provide direct
assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring
countries.
Gifts to support the people of Ukraine can be made in the following ways:
Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450
By toll free telephone: 888-252-6174
By check with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the memo line, either mailed and
addressed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068
or given at or through any United Methodist church [- BROOKSTOWN].
One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the designated cause.”
[Re-printed from the Yadkin Valley District Newsletter, September 2022]

Stewardship
Financial
September 11: Tithes & Offerings: $4,230 ~ Other Gifts: $70 ~ Total: $4,300
Gideon Gifts: $335
September 10: Festival Proceeds: $5,641.50 (have received more since)
Attendance September 11
In-Person: 8:30 Service: 15 ~ 10:00 Service: 12 ~ 11:00 Service: 34
Children’s Church at 11:00 Service: 5
Sunday School: Children: 0 ~ Adult: 10
Reached via Facebook: 8:30 Service: 97 ~ 11:00 Service: 77

Pay attention. Pay attention to the seasons. Seize the day. Live intentionally. Give it your best.

Weekly Calendar
Maybe you will live to be a hundred years-old.

Sundays

Announcements
ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS: Sunday, September 25. Finance Committee at 5:30pm,
Church Council at 7pm. Meetings will be held in person and on Zoom.
FELLOWSHIP MEAL: Wednesday, September 28 at 6pm. Mark your calendars and invite
your friends to an evening of good food and fellowship!
BUILDING TEAM MISSION TRIP: Week of October 16. Roy Mendenhall will lead a mission
trip to the Canton area of NC to repair homes damaged by storms and flooding. A lot of help
is needed, so if you can volunteer, please let Roy know. You can also help by donating to
the Building Team: “Roy’s Folks”.

Scripture Readings for the Week
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 ~ Psalm 79:1-9 ~ 1 Timothy 2:1-7 ~ Luke 16:1-13

Mondays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

8:30am
10:00am
11:00am
5:30pm
7:00pm
5:30pm

Worship Service in Fellowship Hall & live on Facebook
Outside Worship in the Pavilion; Children’s Sunday School;
Adult Sunday School on Zoom & in the Ola Apperson Room
Worship Service in Sanctuary & Live on Facebook
Wishful Shrinking Exercise Class
Choir Practice
Wishful Shrinking Exercise Class

Church Staff
Minister:
Choir Director:
Shannon Craft
James (Chip) T. Webb, Jr.
Organist:
Dorcas Craft
Cell: 336-971-4968
BSSC Director:
Margarita Burton
Home: 336-923-2511
Children’s Coord:
Marsha Campbell
Email:cher33563@aol.com
Admin. Assistant:
Lavonda Glass
Church Office: Mon.- Fri., 11am-6pm; 336-945-3029
Email: brookstown@triad.twcbc.com
Webpage: brookstown.umcchurches.org ~ Follow us on Facebook

