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A Message from Pastor Chip
The Hands of God
God is great, God is good; Let us thank Him for our food.
By His hands, we all are fed; Give us, Lord, our daily bread.
How am I? Grateful for God’s “hands”.
This morning I had three small glasses of tomato juice with a hefty squeeze of lime topped with a
sprinkle of salt. Umm-umm!
My favorite juice glasses are re-purposed “Oui” yogurt glasses. Oui Yogurt is good, rich and creamy,
but a tad expensive unless it is on sale; but it is packaged in a FREE five-ounce glass “single service use
only” cup with a recycling symbol on the bottom. I ignore that symbol. Recycling is good, but continuing
use is better! It is a perfect glass for juice, water (just enough for taking pills), kombucha, etc. Some of my
dearest and closest loved ones have advised me to recycle the glass cups, freeing up cabinet space for
all of those plastic butter containers and lids that we are saving! Nothing doing! I choose glass! Those of
you who grew up drinking out of T. W. Garner jelly jars and “chipped beef” juice glasses understand my
position! Where was I?
My tomato juice is skin and seed-free. Cecil invited me down to his garage one day to see his tomatojuicing contraption. Before I met Cecil, his sister-in-law, Arlyn, told me that I would be glad to know him.
She was right! Cecil grows lots of tomatoes, gives away a bunch, eats a bunch and processes a
bunch. His juicer separates the juice from the skins and seeds. I wish you could have seen him juicing
those tomatoes! Some doctors on the internet contend that tomato skins and seeds cause inflammation,
so I started looking to buy one of those fancy juicing devices.
I might have a coveting problem. Cecil has a muscadine “steam juicer” from Finland; I had to have
one. Cecil has a cider mill/press; Charlie’s friend, Larry, gave me one. Cecil has some Honey Bee
“juicers”; I got some. Hand-crank tomato juicer? Yep. I got one. Golf clubs? Nope. Don’t want any! I think
that I’m okay.
Last year, our Charge Conference elected a Creation Care Coordinator for the first time in the history
of our congregation. The Creation Care Coordinator will serve as a resource person to help our
community grow in “an attitude of caring for God’s creation and translating this attitude of caring into
intentional acts of caring and justice”. Creation Care is a Biblical responsibility and intrinsically
theological. One of my favorite farmers recently reminded me that “ground cover” -one of the hottest
trending concepts in modern agricultural practices- is fundamentally God’s idea and intent. So, I
nominated one of my favorite farmers, Teresa, to serve as the very first Creation Care Coordinator in the
history of Brookstown Church. Teresa is famous, among us, for her Uncle Jay’s sweet potatoes, her
abilities to grow peppers of varying heat, and her greenhouse tomatoes, which ripen out of season. Troy
tells me that she is very handy! Where was I?
In June, when most farmers were anxiously tending their tomato plants, Teresa was finishing up with
her winter crop of tomatoes, and brought several boxes of her final harvest to my house. Armed with a
Cecil-inspired juicer, I set up a patio juicing and canning operation and produced gallons of seed- and
skin-free tomato juice.

(continued on next page)

A Message from Pastor Chip (continued)
So, this morning, I had three small glasses of tomato juice for breakfast. Sipping that juice
was prayerful - full of gratitude for life, limes, opportunities, a juicer, and tomatoes. But
mostly, I was grateful for the community of “hands” through which God has blessed my life.
There are old-hands, cow-hands, field-hands, farm-hands, and church-hands: all God-hands
through which our lives are enriched and nourished.
For lunch, I plan to have a piece of pumpkin pie. Our favorite recipe comes from the
tattered and stained 1988 Country Cookbook published by the Clarksbury Homemakers VPoint Community of Harmony, North Carolina. It was a gift from our dear friend, a former
“lunchroom lady” with a hand for cooking, Betty Jo Laymon of Davie County. Ralph, a
Pfafftown prolific pumpkin producer with a hand for growing, supplied the homegrown
pumpkin. We substitute evaporated milk for the regular milk in the recipe because Maw Maw
always used Carnation milk in her pies. It takes a community to produce a great pie!
As I take the first bite, I will remember many of the “hands” through which that wonderful
pie has come as my heart sings, “God is good, God is great!”
On this Thanksgiving, may we be appropriately grateful for all of those in our community
through which our bodies and spirits are fed.
You are the “Hands of God”!

Thanksgiving Service
Wednesday, November 23, 7pm

Brookstown will host the annual
Community Thanksgiving Service this
year with Olivet Moravian and Bethlehem
A.M.E. Zion Churches attending. Make
plans to attend this special service of
thankfulness and gratitude to God for His
many blessings, and invite family and
friends!

United Methodist Student Day
Sunday, November 27
A Special Offering will be taken during
worship to support deserving United
Methodist students as they prepare for a life
that unites faith and knowledge.
These gifts help students continue their
education and their faith journeys, as they
strive to make a difference in the world and
discern what God has called them to do.
Your generous gifts connect students to
their faith and enrich their ministries.

Laity Service Award
Congratulations to Georgia Saylor,
Brookstown’s “2022 Lay Servant of the
Year”!
Georgia
was
recognized
at
Brookstown on Laity Sunday, October 16, by
Lay Leader Roy Mendenhall, and was
presented with a certificate from the church.
The Yadkin Valley District Laity Service
Award Recognition was held that afternoon
at Main Street UMC in Kernersville. There
was a worship service with special music,
and each recipient was recognized and
presented with a certificate from the district.
The service was followed by a reception.
The recipient of this award “exemplifies a
commitment to the Christian way of life. The
recipient’s contribution to the life of the
church and community reflects a devotion to
the service of others”.
Thank you, Georgia, for the many things
you do for your Brookstown church family!

Thanksgiving,
to be truly Thanksgiving,
is first “Thanks” and then “Giving”.

Highway Cleanup
A BIG THANK YOU to Dale Thomson, Bob Harrell, Georgia Saylor, and Ronnie Brickey for picking up
trash along Yadkinville Highway in support of Brookstown’s Adopt a Highway program. The highway
looks beautiful. We appreciate you!!!
We are in need of a volunteer to help with this program. Each quarter we pick up trash along
Yadkinville Highway from Mill Run Lane to the CITGO gas station. The section has been divided into 4
sections: Mill Run Lane to Olivet Church Road, Olivet Church Road to Chickasha Road, Chickasha Road
to Larkwood Drive, and Larkwood Drive to CITGO gas station. We need a volunteer or two to take the
section of Olivet Church Road to Mill Run Lane.
Pick up is typically the first or second week of the quarter, coordinated by Susan Hughes. Trash bags,
gloves, and a safety vest are provided. Each person determines their schedule to pick up trash and once
complete, takes it to the light pole to the right of the drive at West Central Community Center. The time
commitment is typically less than 2 hours. It is a messy job and you find some interesting things. The
reward is in keeping our highways clean and beautiful! Please prayerfully consider helping with this. If
interested please contact Susan Hughes at 336-416-0779 or bhughes@carolina.rr.com Thank you.

For Your countless blessings, God, we thank You.
May we always use them to bless others.
~ Anonymous

All Saints Day

Pastor Appreciation

November 1

October was Pastor Appreciation month, and
Pastor Chip was recognized on October 30 at all
three morning services. He was presented with
cards and notes, and a Love Offering from his
devoted congregation and friends. And it was a
surprise!
Thanks to everyone who wrote notes and
cards, called, donated, and kept it all secret!
Thank you, Chip, for all you do for your church,
the community, and the world, in the precious
name of Jesus.

All Saints Day falls on November 1, and All
Saints Sunday is November 6 this year.
This is a day to remember Saints and loved
ones from our congregation, families and friends,
who have passed through the gate in the last
year. In some congregations, a bell is tolled
and/or a candle is lit as each person's name is
called.
While those who have passed on are solemnly
remembered during worship on All Saints
Sunday, the tradition is ultimately a celebration of
Christ’s victory over death.

For all the saints who have
lived and died in Christian faith
and set us an example to follow,
we give You thanks, O God.

Prayers of Thanks
To give thanks in solitude is enough.
Thanksgiving has wings and
goes where it must go.
~ Victor Hugo

From the Family of Lou Brown
If you called the house, if you visited,
brought food, or sent a card to Mom before
she passed, thank you from the bottom of
our hearts. We love and appreciate our
Brookstown family.
Gordon, Carmen, Melissa, James

To the Ladies that staffed the kitchen
after Mom’s service:
Thank you so very much for all you did.
The food was wonderful and appreciated
by all.
Gordon Brown

From the Brookstown Building Team
Thank you to everyone who has generously given donations to “Roy’s Folks”, i.e., the Brookstown
Disaster Relief Building Team. Your stewardship makes it possible for us to help people whose homes
have been damaged by floods and storms.
We want to thank George Hall, who has been visiting our church recently, for his gift of a like-new lawn
mower. A need was announced of a man in Canton who needed a lawn mower to help him do a job that
will make it possible for him to afford housing, after his home was destroyed. Mr. Hall stepped up and
generously gave a riding lawnmower!
Richard and Peggy Lyle kindly donated furniture for the folks in Canton and surrounding areas who lost
theirs in the floods. Thanks to them for seeing a need and doing what they could to help!
The lawnmower and furniture have been delivered to the Canton, where we have been working in the
mountains of NC. Thanks to everyone who helps us help our neighbors!
~ Roy Mendenhall

Brookstown thanks Roy Mendenhall for leading the Building Team and regularly taking teams
to disaster areas. Jimmy Holder, Georgia Saylor, and others have participated in these efforts
as well, and they are appreciated. Thank you all, for representing Brookstown, and for
ministering to those in need, in the name of the Lord.

Thank You, Veterans!
On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve served and sacrificed in one of America’s armed
services. On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with German leaders, ending
World War I. In 1919, President Wilson decided the United States should remember with gratitude the
end of that war and honor military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress
changed the name to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom throughout the world.
Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity among all nations and for the day when “nation
will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).

Take Time to Celebrate Thanksgiving
With summer activities and the annual fall festival behind you, resist the temptation to put away
the pumpkins and scarecrows and pull out the Nativity scenes. There are several reasons why
Thanksgiving should receive more than a nod:
 Gratitude is an integral part of God’s word. Giving thanks is commanded in the Old Testament
and New Testament. The term “thanks” appears 100 times in the King James version of the
Bible, and “give thanks” appears 48 times.
 Expressing gratitude has been scientifically proven to improve physical, mental and spiritual
health.
 Psychological research indicates that grateful people are more likely to give back to their
communities and beyond. In essence, being thankful helps motivate people to do for others.
Whether you go big or go small, don’t skip over Thanksgiving. It’s a time to be grateful, a time to be
glad, and a time for celebration.
By Tricia K. Brown, Resourceumc.org

Thank You, Lord
As families, friends, and even strangers gather this Thanksgiving,
may it be a holy day of gratitude to God for life and salvation.

Community Thanksgiving Meal
Wednesday, November 16 at 6pm
The Brookstown United Methodist Women
will prepare and host the Thanksgiving
Fellowship Meal this year. You have plenty of
time to invite friends and family for an evening
of delicious food and good fellowship. This is a
community favorite and we look forward to
sharing a meal and giving thanks to God!

He who thanks but with the lips
thanks but in part;
the full, the true, Thanksgiving
comes from the heart.
~ J.A. Shedd

Remember to “Fall Back”
Daylight Savings Time Ends at 2am Sunday,
November 6. Don’t forget to set your clocks back
an hour before you go to bed Saturday night.
Enjoy that extra hour of sleep!!

Methodist Blessing
Be present at our table Lord,
be here and everywhere adored.
Thy creatures bless, and grant that we
May feast in paradise with Thee.
Amen.
The Meaning of Life
“The greatest thing is to give
thanks for everything.
He who has learned this
knows what it means to live.
He has penetrated the
whole mystery of life:
giving thanks
for everything.”
~ Albert Schweitzer

Charge Conference

Blood Drive

Sunday, November 20 at 7pm

Wednesday, November 9, 1:30-6pm

Lots of work has been underway preparing for
the annual Charge Conference. Preparation
involves reviewing and reporting on what has taken
place in the life of the church over the past year; it
also includes looking ahead and making plans for
the continued presence and work of the church in
the coming year.
Please be in prayer for your staff and committee
chairs as they work diligently to represent
Brookstown to the best of God’s intentions.

Make plans to come out to Brookstown and give
the gift of life by donating much-needed blood! The
Red Cross will set up in the Fellowship Hall, and
they will take good care of you.
You can make an appointment by calling Tim
Lasley at 336-817-4593, or sign up online at
www.redcrossblood.org.
Use Sponsor Code: Brookstown.

Chicken Pie Workshops
Friday, November 4, 4-8pm
Saturday, November 5, 8am-12pm

BBQ Shoulder Sale
Saturday, December 3
Mark this date on your calendar! There will be
lots of good food available. More details will be
forthcoming as the date draws near.

Gratitude can transform common
days into thanksgivings,
turn routine jobs into joy,
and change ordinary
opportunities into blessings.
~ William Arthur Ward

If you are interested in helping at the Chicken
Pie workshops, contact Roberta Lasley, Jimmy
Holder or Teresa Apperson.
We welcome anyone who can help in any way!
We need de-boners, choppers, pie assembly
helpers, dough makers, dough pressers, broth
cuppers and people to put the pies in the
freezer. And, of course, our dishwashers are always
a big help.
Come and help out – we have lots of fun too!
We appreciate everyone’s hard work for this
important fundraiser for our church!
~ Roberta Lasley

I just received this letter from Rise Against Hunger and thought that you would like to know where the
meals went that you helped package May 28 at Pine Grove. Thanks for all your hard work and we will plan
another event for next May 2023. I will let you know the date that they give me.
~ Polly Caudle,
Pine Grove UMC

Meal Journey

The meals from your Rise Against Hunger Experience on 5/28/2022 have been shipped in a container
totaling 285,120 meals from our Pittsburgh warehouse. The meals will be received by our in-country
partner, ORPHANetwork in Nicaragua. If you happen to receive more than one of these announcements,
your meals have gone to impact multiple partners.
Thank you again for volunteering your time. Because of you, malnourished people have been given a
chance to thrive. Please consider taking your impact to the next level by donating. Every dollar counts
toward making the world food-secure.
Gratefully ~ Rise Against Hunger

Hanging of
the Greens

Angel Tree
Thank you in advance for helping with the
Angel Tree program of the Salvation Army.
Brookstown UMC has always been so
generous to help with this, and this year will
be no exception, I'm sure!
Some instructions about the program:
 Online Angel Adoption is available
 Online shopping with delivery available
 Angel Tree tags with instructions for
easier delivery
 No items purchased should be over $50
Our traditional Angel Tree will be in the
Fellowship Hall November 6, with Angel tags
for you to pick up to help children have a nice
Christmas. Please leave your gifts in the
hallway by the church office, unwrapped and
in a bag, with the tag attached, by Sunday,
December 4.
If you have a question, you may call me at
336-817-3051.
Thanks so much!
Roberta Lasley

“When I give, I give myself.”
~ Walt Whitman

Christmas Tree Lighting
Wednesday, November 30
Meal at 6pm, Tree Lighting at 7pm
The 8th Annual Christmas Tree Lighting will
be held on Wednesday this year, following a
meal in the Fellowship Hall at 6pm. The
Brookstown Christmas Tree was given in
memory of Pete and Jo Thomas by their
family, as a reminder of their love and
support of their church.
Invite your friends and neighbors to join us
for this celebration of the beginning of the
Advent Season.

Sunday, November 27
The church will be decorated for the
Advent season at the 11:00 service. Let
Teresa Apperson know if you’d like to
participate or help with preparations.

Practice for Hanging
Of the Greens
Monday, November 21 at 6pm
There will be a practice for this service on
November 21 at 6pm. All children are
welcome and encouraged to come and be
part of this very special service that begins
the Advent season!
~ Teresa Apperson

Poinsettia Orders
It’s time to order poinsettias for Advent!
See the outside page of this newsletter for
the order form. The deadline to order is
November 20.

Crisis Control Honor Cards
Each year, CCM offers beautiful holiday
cards for sale as an alternative gift to honor
friends and family during the holidays.
For a minimum donation of $5 per card,
Crisis Control Holiday Honor Cards can be
sent by the purchaser themselves, or be
signed and sent by Crisis Control volunteers.
All proceeds support our neighbors in
financial crisis who are facing hunger,
eviction, utility shut-offs, or illness without
prescription medication. Donations are taxdeductible. For details, visit:
https://www.crisiscontrol.org/ways-togive/2022-holiday-honor-cards.html

Crisis Control Gift of the Month
Sugar, Flour, Baking Items

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!
Give thanks to Him; bless His name!” (Psalm 100:4, ESV)

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES
Jerry & Nancy LaPrad
Paul & Nancy Marvel
Ralph & Beverly Collins
Jay & Darlene Burton
John & Jeanne Quiros
Bob & Susan Harrell

13
14
21
24
24
26

Paul Marvel
Lynda Jackson
Pat Lowrance
Leah Greenwood
John Burton
Karolee Hutchins
Vonda Brown
Karen Powers
Larry Conrad

4
5
5
5
6
7
8
11
15

Sandra Snarski
John Stepto
Jeffrey Swart
Jerry Hopping
Bill Mock
Ronnie Brickey
Christine Huntsman
Ralph Collins
Aaron Hopping

15
16
16
16
16
23
24
24
28

Church Contact Information
If your birthday or anniversary
needs to be added,
please let me know.
Lavonda

6274 Yadkinville Road
Pfafftown, NC 27040
336-945-3029

brookstown@triad.twcbc.com
brookstown.umcchurches.com
Like us on Facebook

The Power of Gratitude
Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.
It turns what we have into enough, and more.
It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity.
It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend.
Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today,
and creates a vision for tomorrow.
~ Melody Beattie
Flowers for
Worship Services
November 6
Randy & April Hager
November 27
Poinsettias
Other weeks are open.

Cornucopia
Cornucopia, a Greek word meaning “horn of plenty,” has origins in Greek
mythology. But the cornucopia became a religious symbol and was even
stamped on Jewish coins. Overflowing horns, now common as
Thanksgiving centerpieces, came to symbolize
abundance and blessings.

Brookstown United Methodist Church
6274 Yadkinville Road
Pfafftown, NC 27040

Time to Order Poinsettias!
It’s time to order poinsettias for our services during Advent. All the poinsettias will be red, and the cost
is $12 per container (wrapped, no bow). You may have them placed in memory or in honor of someone.
Please include payment with your order and mail it to the church office or give it with your offering on
Sunday. Checks should be made payable to Brookstown UMC. Please note on your check that it is for
poinsettias. The deadline to order is Sunday, November 20.
Your Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Number of Poinsettias: _____________________________________________________________
In Memory of: ____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

